AERVING '.II.""'t"\|"I."'| STYLISH NORTHSIDI '“\I‘H.'ZI L0

POINTS NORTH

INTO T

-
3

B [LL TOAST

A Wild Ri TOTHAT

'[t'~:.l=f-l|1'|~ _ 1O THAT
Nroud L Slpping Burgundy

Booth Western y B tiarin's
.f:l'-.l'_t ML]SE’LHH .b " | | Famed Mixoclogists

. READY FOR
- = SUNSHINE?
Traveling From Miami
to Key West and Beyond

10

FrsTsNORTH




LU

[

TRAVEL

Party
Hopping

Cruising the Scenic Drive

from Miami Beach
to Key West

[ WRITTEM BY JULIE HOSTETTER |

I DON'T KNOW WHAT | WAS MOST EXCITED
about when we linded m Musmia, Was it che chic, South
Beach vibe | was abowt o immerse myself inne or was
it the thrill of hopping into a blue convertible 1o Laer
jonbreey o Ry West! Either wy, thene i just somethang
aboit these 1w Florida kcales thar feel as though you
ane |!m-:ﬁ':'r||u_q a new weorkd, Miami rocks oe 8 Ciban
It whale swonsen dressed bo kil and men ropsped weith
fedoras strall the scene and Eey West pulses with a Laid-
back parey tune made Bamous by the man from Marga-
ridaville, There was one thing for sune; we were headed

for a wild ride.

Slzzing im Minmi
My bushand and | emjoy having some fun, but we equally
enjey savoring our vacations with a bir of B & 1, | ko,
it's harel o imagine a relaxing vime in e hothed ol
Miami's sizzling nighechub dlssericr; however, we found an
ouamin af The Betsy hotell This bowigue kixury hotel resss
wl the very end o Ocean Dyvive, ollering a dreanuily gquiet
stay i the trendy At Diesco discricn within an casy stroll
1o happening nightclabs and owmdoo resaurans,

The grand white tagsde of this histonc buikling
glimmers like o pearl in vhe sand, smd harks hack o the

B3 Iisers Sosinia | Wi JOMD 1 v Coen

glory days of old Miami without losing s modern-day

{ashion sense, o which this area 5 o well known. 1 s
thi last surviving sructure of Florida Georgian architec

mire kel on Ooean Dirive, amd was recently renowvaved m
return it 1o s former glory, Sep inskde and undersiated
hisury and a hish vropleal interior greet you like @ oo,
all glass of water spriseed with lemon. A prvaie courn

yard ponl offers a reteeat (rom the hery beat, and if tha
1Y | ||.'h'1.'~|'llll||.'. rlrllllr;h. Jiiesl Wi kil vou ender ome of
the 63 rsoms, Crisp whise bedding and walls are pung

mated by vibeant colors such as barme orange, calming
green, soft lavender or blissiul blse, while ralha from
Madagascar dresses the cetlimg winh earthy warmih.,
The marhde hathrosm inghides g televosn cinbedded



in the mirror so you can watch weather o sports hroad-
casts whike getting ready bor the day, Bat | enjoved their
literary program that supplies an array of fscinating
basoks from history and business o best-selling novels
raght om your bed stamd.

As for utter relaxation, the brand new spa and well-
s garden bocated on the rooftop alfers swoeping views
aif the occan amd provides a wide vanety of spa treatments,
therapics and even yoga, This is a can’r-miss sojourn
dhuring yousr sty as vou unwind in comnbor ar this Zen-
like sanciuary surroumded by palms, Moy, hambsac and
cabanas as well a5 2 sunning panoramic view,

While restaurants and bars are aplenty in Miami,

you would be remiss o not savor the delicacies that

arweait at the botels BLT Seeak restauram, which dishes
ol a Eabuibous bread Basker that pots most restsisrants
1o shame, a favarful mea seloction — their specialry
= a% well as crearive side dishes such as barbeoue com
ardl Rrussels sproas glazed in maple syrap. Truss me,

even the pickiess exter won't fuss abowt eating Brossels
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sproiis i tlais restanrand, as they are delchmasly umigue,
Abso, b suire o check out the small b trendy hideaway
bar thas is only sccessible for hotel guests. It feels like 2
quaint speakeasy hidklen in the hack recesses of the bosel,
A you enpoy & manang, loeok up, Thanks o dever desagn,
mirrors were placed above, giving the space 2 dramatic
high ceiling effect; however, if you reach up vou might
just be able to touch the mirror and discover your eyes,
noit the wine, are plaving rricks on o,

Mow, as ttoxcating as The If.pn.].- i%, YOI AFE i
Miami, so it’s nme to hit the wwn. Thankiully, the
hotel is im an ideal location oo enjoy the gherious beach
just across the sreee, where the hovel provides compli-
memtary beach chairs, umbrellss and towels, and also
the Art Deco district, the archivectural highlight of this
South Florida wown. The pastel-hoed baildings provide
an excellent walking tour on your own, bug you nuay
appreciite o mwene detailod wour with the Miami Diesipn
Preservanion League, The bess places to tour are on theee
streets — Owoean Drive, Caollins Aveiwie amd Washingbon
Mot — Froam &th b 23 streets, Here you will find
not only fabulous shopping and pightlife options, bat
alscr sone off the most priced Cuban restaurants. A local

Pusra e " igini | Ridarch, JOM0 | pipsaein Oov

recomumended we check our Puenio Sagua restaurant on
Colling Avenue, and we relished this wonderful heaping
of local flavor, The restaurant vibrates with activity, is
inexpensive and friendly, and serves up some Eabaibous
Cuban sandwiches and delectable flan. One note: 1 you
want o order the Bamous paclla, make sure vl have the
time b0 waik the 45 mimibes it takes o prepare i,

I also suggest you take & moment 1o sdip impis the
former Yiorsace Manssomn liscated on Owcean Dirive, The
wonie mansion has been remodeled info a el baar
don't be intimidated by the burly man in sunglasses
guzerding the (ront gate ai Casa Casarina. Just vl him
yorun wonahd Fike 1o have a drink ar the bar or would like
oo at an the restawrant, and he shoald ket vou seeoll on
in like youi're & colebray. My hisband ane | had 3 drink
polside, bat as we pecked into the charming privane
dining area, we wished we had time i make a reserva
tian for dinner,

We also preatly engoved our trek imto the ity 1o mour
Miami’s Design Diserict, a virpaal mecea for terior
desigmners, This mile-loog stretch of bouriques, galleries
aml design shops offors a wide vaniety of home décor
options and many of the stones offer wheolesale prices



s that even tourses like us could reap the
benefies. Our particular favorive shore was
Hibiscus Island Home, which offered an
echecnic selection of furmiture and acoes-
saHies A impressive descounts.

Afver we stuffed our convertible wath
the shopping bags scorued from our excur-
sions, it was time o hit the sosd o the
somthernmaost poing of the United States
— ky Wt

Walcome to the Original Margaritmlic
Thie abrive g Key Wiest from Miami is abou
thiree honirs hmp;. and I SOCTEC % Wil
pass through key after key and over the
bridpes thay commece them. [t% a two-lane
road most of the way, so s importane (o
be wware of your surroundings during the
drive, which is best tackled during the dlay
fawr stk =cemic and sabety reasons,

We arrived in Key West just bebore
sunsct, and as you may know, the sunsers
here are begendary. Each sunset beoomes
an everd i itsell as poople lood the board-
walks and ressanrants just off the popular
Dhaval Street, | wis a |t worried we would
struggle for o pictare-perfoo spor, but we
were hucky o snag a rable ar the Hag Tin
Raool restaurant in the Ocean Key Reson
and Spa that overlooks the Key Wes
harlsor, The sunset pamred perfectly with
a glass of wine and a good meal, and &
was 4 warm welcome o this delighiful
island, Even a pod of dolphing put on a
shiw by passing through the harbor as the
sun showly dipped ineo the sea,

Dhival Street is the place 1o pany in
Key West, with popular restauranes and
bars sportiing lve music such as Hog's
erearh Salousii, |||1I|h:r Bulfeiis Ma TRar
tawillle calé amid the historie and interna
tionally known Sloppy Joe's Bar, which
opened in 1933, Sloppy Joes is a must see
dhirivg your stay, and this year marks thear
Mmh annual Papa Look-Alike Contest on
Jualy 22 = 24, Here a legson of Ernest [Hem-
ill'-j-l.'ﬂl-'JF bicbi-alukiis wall desceruld o ihe rir:f,
which was onoe the borme amd arimsiic mase
ol the famous writer Rinssell, Ii% quite &

sighe b0 behold and an excdlens photo opp
with all ehise look-alikes!

Diwal Steeet is quite wikd and busy
laze ar naght, amd clearly people go there 1o
|'I-II'-"I:' i j el ritae aind often have too plmd
of a time, as is evident im a few stroet-side
tumbles and brazen antics. Bur overall it's
a wvery sabe, albeit, uninhibited wwn, so
if your're gowring with small childoen, you
imlghs want to be off Duval before 9 pomn.

BRUNSWICK
GOLDEN ISLES

when the revelers reach a fever pach,

Wikd i fun for a spell, bur for couples
looking for a bit of romance or families
ll.H.lhilIH; fof swie pesice and qniﬂ away
broen the main drag, | heartily recommend
the Casa Marina Resort or #s sister resort
The Reach,

Called the "howse by the sea,” the
Casa Marina w the Lingest resoet in all of
the Florida Keys and is also lisred om the
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Matiomal Register of Historic Maces. The

Ill ||'¢'I has boon welc HTINE I"Il"—' THCSS QFLTHMS

ar] ans since the 1920, and has rec

e mermwvaded g0 make this hisgore
as fresh as tlee oscean brocze.

A ower entored the nosort lobbe, | was
blown away as sson as we opened the

R ‘\.Iru:,:|1l ahead Wi RSl pasl the

L'_‘I.I'H.'\- dovnrs 1 a |'-|.|.'|| [{1%~ |||u,'.| weat Tk vy
thar |'h.|lru.'|.| Femaimtaigis anl I wls 10k A [
thar strerched imao the Egifajucnise oaeai.
I'he hotel offers 311 newly renovated
rispmes than provide all the lavest amem
fnex, | SURECLT WiiE book an iscean-view
rosth, bt 4 Clise second 15 o room thai
overismcs the paodd courtyand as you can
iy pacally spy a partial acean view, boo, The

nearby Keach Resort offers 150 poomms amd

3 more mtemabe, subdoed vacateon im key
Wiest, where most roomms have views of thie
ocedil, Hiowever, the bhoiel are adpmining
w0 gieRls of ether PrOpErty Cain Crigny thse
|'\-||||;."-. AT e 1|.|:|| [ KT A ‘\."q_.LI HERReE

" firmess facalsees aoad water acnivin
O ICH Y

:"';-I"I'a, [ |||||_' sl mslamds ol hed winm
dertu] et W, Jl AEars Kev West wasn'T
blessed wirh ithis aporibaige, The beaches an
rypically rocky with coral amd dithculr 1o

traverse with bare feet, Bur both the Casa

Slarni and The Beach have creaped bovely
P, 'H.I.IH_I'« I'l_'.ll_ b rhan bawisg I|||_' |.|r|.:l_-u'
.|||.L| st oo chee msland., In Eac L. the beaches
T S BETET, three of our baverite ac1iv
IS WEne o nd there |'..l.'.||||;_ i |.|-|||_'\'||".
oEan hreree ks ., Ilh.l\.ll'l|'_ 48] 'all.'l.l'l il
the hammocks with o pana codada i hand,

ind enjoving the available water active

nes such as satlime and pei skimng aroamd
the entire msland. Chh, and make that a
lemirth watching the sun sot and ms
from the comfort of Cass Manna's own
poier amd sanling bours. It hodds the same
beanty as the harbor, without the cromwds
and a bunch imore nomance. We expecially
|_'|'||.|'H'.L| .._1'\-|n|'-|'|||||.'_ ||1|' sibisct widh ||||'
l\.|l\'\|_'|| “Toes in the Sand™ packape thas

|_|||||.|._||'.,| a full dinmer

.IIIII Lo 'll"{'lll HEETAE II'I.I\IIIl'_IIIIIII'l Wl ILI:I|:

L& rhie island ldesovle ol this sechuded para
dise b the sl of Key lims T vl
Soreet evenualby palled us b our P g
on the beach

I 'hee resowt i a short walk o the Ky
West Aquuarmum arkl the FErmest Homimewan
s, b [Duival Sireet s @ bai msore o a
ke, s vom maay peefer o catch a cab for

comvenieier sake, Kev West i knowi o



its Key lime pae, 50 you simply must sample
o many times dureng your stay as there s
great dichate as b wli serves L |:|'||r hl:‘l-l
in fowen, MNow perhaps you alresdy know
of the charms of Key West limes, bug what
about Key West cookies? Sniff out Mat-
theessen’s Homemade Eats, Trears and
Swweets b samiple their gargammuan freshly
baked chocalate chip conkies. These haalf-
pound cookies measure & inches in diam-
eter but | doubs you will want 1o share it
with anyone — they are thar good, There
are four locations in Key Wess — three on
Duval Street — so just follow the scent of
warm chooolate chip cookies and you'll be
there n no feme.

As for othor dindng options, I recom-
msend a couple of our personal favorites
that are away from the hubbub of Duval
Spreet. Blue Heaven olfers the charming
whimsacal nature of the skind's residents
and serves up some fabulows food oo go
with it. The shady outdoor cowrtyard s a
great place bo bseat the heat, and | promise
v willl it forget the dining expenence
it this Key West gem, Also, near the Casa
Marina, we discovered a lovely little res-
ramrant with classic ambiance and won-
derful scean view. Louie’s Backyard, a
bocal favorite, became a ireasured dining

experience during our erip and my husband |

insisted we retura more than once so he
could swvor ther scramprious fsh moos.
It was time 1o leave, bat we were siill
on Key West time, veying 1o linger jast a
little bit longer. Maybe one more cookie
for thee road would make the bicter parting
n laitle bt swocter. m
B e e W
FOR HORE INFORMATION

Tha Betay Holsl

M40 Ocean Drive

Migsmii Beach, FL 30139

BEE-792-38T9

v, Mol phoded £om

The Casa Marina Bedadl
1500 Brymnids. S

Ky Wel, FL 31040
EER-100- 5T
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