place where neon crawled off to
die. Now energised by the succes:
of Art Basel, the city is rapidly
becoming a capital of cultural
cool, sayys Andy Round
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A R H O F STRETCH LIS, 5P ORTS ARG AN D STACKED JUVE
smake up 1o the Fomameshl=an Hoel like an ive heanry
pageamn. {lickng aoross the floonescenr- loe finor]obby ane
lmng-legped gars m shomr dneses and high hesls finll owed by
hair-licksd gnys wirth nol l=d dlesves and high hopes_ Sorveying
the crovwd are gonill a-sred hosrs in dhar pamrs ad preomaric
T e = harely wenr g glinrery drecnsc

I Sar orday nighrin Miami and I'm oms=ides Liy the
homea clobm towm, and i fesk ks abzame sxperimsnrin
sadial engmesring. There is no quene, no organi ss=d enmry, jos
these hosrs waving thei r iPads ar the well dresesd herd and
nnchipping the vel ver rope rorhoss thar they liks the look of
Inside this split-level, hass- shaking snper-dub with i< VIP
gl oo cles, nos e blesdingly expens ve drinks, veler-moped
sofas and lines of champagne are sraffrhar kook hke
sope=rmadel s slhnmming it herwesn shoors serving ocosnomesTs.
Depending on yoor 2 mde, this i the maosrdepresng
rwnn-dimengonal MT Ve gpenence of yoor lifeor the mos
exdmng Samrday night ro have sver wandered off the sociery
pages of Vaniry Faic

Por mr% Miama nighr? This & wherenson oomessro dieand
ever yme ook hor on theheach. ¥Well, yes and no Verdsmsof
Niiami cdnbslike [5v hanee heen anoomd since the roaning "X
when Miami was amagner fior Holl ywnand % sillent age soper smars
amid Mew Tiork freschly mimmed mil Bonadres. Irs whar [expeoe:d.,
whar I didn’ expecr was the way the dry has neimeented ms=lf
2= a cpiral of cobmral cool
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WHERE IT"S ALL HAPPEMING
Fowr abeoam this for 2 rode call ofhonoor: Arre
Praz =] Wiaamma Mesch is one of the masr
TR TanT O emirar y evern s in the world:
the cooler horels on =ammh manch down Soorh
DBeach; nher-chic fashion hnqnes are
marsrialisng all over the any: Hlhaos
Coggenheim’ anchimeor Frank Cehry has
desggned a new conoerr hall, and some ofthe
wanr] s mens excining galleries are springing op
faszer than you can say, *Tsn'r thar Bank=y™
Even Versaces has heen reimvenresd. The
frmer Oczam Drive home of the maond sred
coumrnier has josr heen orans formesd innean
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exclusive The Villa by Baron G, a 10-suite
hourigque hotel by events impresario Barwon G
Weiss with rooms costing up 1o USE2 100 a
night. 5am (Garcia, a friend ofa friend of the
club lounge guy at The Rirz-Carlvon, gives me
a private vour {irs closed o the public). “And
the tiles of the pool are plared with 24-caran
mold,” Garcia says with a smile as immaculate
as his suir. *The waork had o he redone three
times before Mr Versace was happy.”

Inod as a frock-railed butler brings me a pot
of Earl Grey. His accent, cur-glass British.
“Perhaps some seones with fresh cream, sir:™
Ofcourse, thank you leeves

Grancia grin widens as he then divolges o
the walloweay 1o the heach would he carpered
with Versace towels 1o prevent pampered feet
heing hurnedon hor zand; where Elton, Linda
and Maomi used ro say; o on Madonnas 3sc
hirthday the marerial girls cake was 20 huge
they had o we a crane wo haul ivover the villas
wall; and that the beds are sogargantuan{ 10
feet by 1.2 feer) that it rakes three people wo
turi dowin the sheets.

I quite aninsight, bur ashortsorall from
the wourists photographing themselvesowside
the villak gares, is Miami's newest alar o
cultral eoal: the New Waorld Symphony Cenrer.
Uwerlooking a newly reclaimed public park, its
designed by Privzker Prize-winning anchivect

SINGAFPORE TATLER TRAVELLER 3%

Tha spectacular
Menw World
Symphany
Cantar (aboes)
is designed by
Frank ahiry.

& wide sandy
baach daft)
takas you away
from tha frenzy
of downtown
Miami

Frank Gehry. This extraordinary huilding isthe
home of America orchestral academy, the MNew
Waold Symphony. Gehry'’s swoooping archivec-
rural swirlsare all in place here. But unlike his
iconic Bilbao Guegenheim, they areinterior
devices - the huge glass walls of theexrerior and
thegian white spaces are designed o wempt
audiencesin by revealing musicians through
hy-hizh windows orhy projecting their perfor-
mances onexerior walls.,

“The huilding and the new park in front
really creares a landmark for Miami,” says Craig
Hall of the NW 5. “'We are lucky it actually
happensd ar all, but Gehry wed w habysitour
founder Michael Tilson Thomas and they grew
up wogether tobeonme close fhends.™

Inaddition vo concerts, waching musicians
and exchanging echnigques onling live around
the world, the cemre will also work actively 1o
introduce classical music o the community
through free shows, events with DIs and
throush schaools,

IESUE 1@ SUMMER 1001




ARTS INVASION

Ir's ambitiows, exciving and light years away
from the days when Miami Beach had heecomse a
place where the districr’s Bmaous Arr Deco
huikings were either hastily adapred invo
Mopdk wairing rooms” for America’s elderly or
infesred by samall-rime wannabe Tony Montanas
living a Scarface organised-crime nightmare
supplied by Pablo Escobar.

Mow much of the city’s new energy is down
to the suecess of Art Basel Miami Beach. Just
nine years old, it has hecome one of the most
dynamic comemporary ars events in the waordd.
“In 2010 ABME artracted a record <6, el
visitors,” says Basel’s Maike Cruse. "Ik gening
higger and higzer every year” This December,
250 galleries are expectad vo exhihit works by ar
least 2 00Hb arcisrs.

“Is ahuge social scene and during the event
nobody sleeps,” says SuzieSponder of the

EATS

1| SO¥KA
In the converted 55th Streat
Stathen Is this popular favourite
that has bean serving up some
of tha best comort food In
Florida for 12 years
The seared salmonis a
miajor crowd-plaaser (www
soyl@restaurant.oom).

z | SUSTAIN
This maw kid on the culinary
biock offers eco-consclous
culsine, décor and saasona
produce (www.sustainmiam
COM).

3 | SUSHISAMBA
Iin the heart of fashicnable
Lincoln Road Is Sushl Samba
which offers a fushom of South
Amercan and Japanesa
culsines and excellent people-
watching potential.

e —

Tha Batsy hotal

4 | DB BISTRO MODERNE
More upscale ks db Bistro
Moderne at the newly
opened Marguis Miam| hotel.
it's chic and chaarful, wiid
abowt seafood and under
the Inspirational guidance of
MY C super chef Danlel Boulud
Cwww.marriott.oom).

5 | BILIDO BEACHCLUB
For graat Meditarranean
food and even better beach-
boardwalk watching, the
DiLkdo Beach Club at The Ritz-

Chic aats ana
plentiful n
Miami, such

as the newly-
opened db
Bitro Modarna
{right3, halrmed

by culinary
suparstar Cariton, South Beach ks perfect
Danigl Boulud {www.rzcariton.com).
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It boasts

tha heghest
concantration
of Art Daco
beildiregs in
the warld

Vizcaya Musoum
and Gardans
-

Crreater Miami Comvention and Visitors Bureaw.
“And who wouldn't want wo leave Europe in
winter 1o party in warm Miam ™

The event ransforms the ciry. From the
giant pink snail art installations thar populared
the beachwhen Ivisited to more long-sranding
developments, such as the regenerationof
formedy depressed districs like Wi macpod.
Dwozens of galleries - such as the celebrated
collections of Margulies, De La Cruz or Rubell
- as well a8 numerows artizE” studios now
occupy the low-rises and graffivi & commis-
sioned from artisi such as Shepard Fairey (the
manhehind the Ohama “Hope™ image ], and
permanently displayed ar the Wy meenod Walls,
a project of superentrepreneur Tony Goldman.
“I think thiz must be the only place in the wordd
where you can put graffici onthe walls and the
prices of property actually goes up,” says bohnoy
Wiong, a curavor at the nearky Peter Tunney
Gallery, witha laugh.

Mew restaurants inthe districr such as
Wynwinod Kirchen & Barconceived by
Croldman® daugheer bessica faunt their edgy
credemials and are stuffed vothe rafters with
cutting-edge an, while a five-minute drive nonh
hrings you into the thriving * Dezigner District”
whene fashionable independems, such as Tushka
An Lampshade Studio, Unlimited Nude, and
Decomtors Plumbing share blodk space with
internationalzsuch as Kanell, Christian

Tl WAy
_—-“"E_-—l—'—d-

i

Lovhoutin and The King is Dead. Unsumprisingly,
the nearby college is Miamis Design and
Arnchitecture Senior High.

Ah yes, architecture. With the highest
concentmtinn ol Art Deco buildings in the wordd,
Miami & a photogenic delighe and ivsuill feels like
vou'rein afilmser. And of course you ane.
Bevond the slip-onsand pasiel shins ofthe series
Miami Vice here are the backd rops 1o Goldiinger,
The Birdcage and just ahout any Fashion shoaor
from the 19905, * Phowgmphersand flm-makers
havealways lowved the light arund Sowh Beach,”

explainsthe Preservation Leagues Kem Hamrick.

“The beach and hovels were always perfect
sertings for drana”

They atillare Take The Besy hotel, for
example. This gloriows colonial-planration-
howselooking houtique botel offers probahly the
best Oeean Drive people-warching potential in
town (At the BLT Steak restawrant ), chic seaside-
feel roomes (with giant jars of jelly heans, an
books and TV inbathmoom mirrors), a rooftop
har (with aspa) and, wonderfully, during my visic
an extersive show of iconic rock 'n’ roll phorogra-
phy {collections change regulary).

The An Decoglory of The Riz-Carlvon, just
an ice-cubek throw away from The Bersy, offers a
tanning butler {yes really and he has a smile the
width of Miami Beach), a multi-million-dollar an
collecrion {mainly Miros) and a hoardwalk
restaumant that is a fron-row seat 1o the passing

LA

THEY L

MOS0 URE AL PONTAREILESL WOTE

COURTESY OF GHEATER M IAMICORWYERTON & VIS
SrHEE O RY

PHOTOGE AR
MARTOMN G ART
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Stylisrnoss
painTaates
ERrowgout this
brentiing city,
righit deswm o
tho slabornta

tacheware

ok Tha Villa
by Bartan G
(ko)
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beachtheawre of rolletbladers, bikini girls,
haoard-carrying lifeguands and assorved Segway
riders, cydias, skawehoardersand joggers

Oy vy Lasy mighe in Miamd | follow the neoneo
the Delano Hotd where the lobby bas been
desdgned by Philippe Stanck and the chairs are by
Mare Newson, Man Ray andeven Salvador Dali,
I Jess frenetic than Liv and there are fower
famous baskethall players, but popular actvities
sedl inchede wearing sunglasses o night, pretend
ing 10 be asupermode] (or maybe pot, wae that
really EvaMendes jand trying to catch the ey of
ihe immaculitdy dresiod bar s ff Ouiide
running the length of the huge pool arcsoftly
illminaned cabanas, dramatically lit palems and a
meonlin might that canonly be improved by the
clink of ice ina drink. [ &k for the cockrail menu.

SHOFFPING

1| BAL HARBOUR SHOPS
Glitzy, ritzy and determinedly
upmarket, Bal Harbour Shops:
faces the Atlantic Ocean and
backs onto Biscayne Bay.
Forty five years ago, it was
thea First venue cut=ide of Maw
ok ror brands such as Guccl,
Louls Vultton and Bulgarl. A1
those brands are still thera, in
addiion to Saks Firth Avenue
Marc tacobs, Melman Marcus,
‘ersace and Fendl

2 | THEVILLAGE OF
MERRICK PARK
Thits shopping-dining-
entartainment centre boasts
paim trees, manlcurad awns:
and enough retall therspy to
satisty the most demanding
fashionista. Stores incClude La
Peria, Julcy Couture, Carolina
Herrera and Guccl

3 | COLLINS AVENUE
SHOPPING DISTRICT
Armani, Polo Sport, Tommy
H |'~:|E"I' Guest, Sephora, Miooie
Miller, Intermilx and Versace
doimiiniate this district __'E! DN
block from Miami Beach

4 | DESIGH DETRICT

Just 3 Wo-minute drive from
offices of Miaml Downlown
15 th pwest iokd o th
bilock, the PEOESINAn- ITesndhy
DESIgh District, Thers are
gesigner TIMON VOUniEs
FoCh 35 L oubdatin Dot 50
CONlEMporary an qaleries
{such 3% Fusion, Linitod
MUGE), I ErIor '-".-".".l-__r-'l outies
CIRoe Fondl Casd nd Karied),
and wonderul places bo eat
{5ra Martiner or Michaol's
Genulne Food & Dnk)
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