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3 handful aof propertics—MiMo to Art Deco, Miami
cavme Boulevard—have been revamped into stunning
eimations of old and new, a tribute to the past with all the luxuries
o todavs modern hotels. “People don't want cookie cutter,” says Randy
Westurd property developer of The Crown, Miami Beach's
meethernmost hotel, of the draw of a property that maintains ity

sinalty built in 1940 and known as the Lord Tarleton, the Crown,
= 14 siories. was one of Miami Beach's first skyscrapers. It emulated the
Eeeiee Saate Building by placing a steel pylon atop the building, and tha
e was one of the many original touches developers of the Crown
oty recreated upon its comversion o condominiums. Among the
T ATT |___|:_-.'|'| relicks on I;|1|: exlemor of the |.‘-L|i|d.ing q"ll'll‘l a modern
e that was attached to the original building and one built in the "50s
T B oottt oof historical uu'll‘!l‘:l‘ll:i:il'g.-' however, can drive up the cost af a
semereatian significantly, Weisburd had to include a mosaic on the side of

P oroperty's parking garage across the street to comply with histonical
e W probably have the prettiest parking garage in the whole city,
erarks Weishurd), He also had to use terrazzo foors. “Its the new
he savs. Actually, marble would have been a less expensive

I
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option, bur such are the requirements for replicating original Hoonng 55
AN iwromic twist, ;|r||.|. ane I:]'I.:II: many FEAOVATONS ant EXperTencirng: if 1] =
's0s and ‘60s terrazzo was considered a cheap alternative to markle
Today, it sells for $30 a square foot.

Owver on Washington Avenue, the historic Anglers hotel wh
was huilt in the 19305 in the same Mediterranean architectural sovle as
the Hi|l;|11|_:|p|;- I‘In[fl. in I::|:11';|| E.ahlr:q and Cass l-'.,hlj..'lrlnl O A
Dirive, accomplished the same feat when it too was recently renovates
to include two new sections, “Design-wise, the historic preservatios

board of Miami Beach didn't wamt the new structures to mai
identically with the ald structures, so it was clear which buildings o=
the compound were historic versus new, " says Anglers co-developes
Kevin Venger “For example, we added balconies to the main 1938
building, and the board required the railing be less historical aad
slightly more modern, since those elements were not origina!

OFf course, no other street exemplifies the importance of 2

dedication to historic preservation more than Ocean CONTINUED



The Betsy Ross, which is scheduled to re-open in
e Febaary = the only hotel along the beach's best-known street thar
L= mibate to the Art Deco skyline. "It was built during World
3 e w0 it exudes Americana,” save the hotels head of public
—= bomtieen Lhuda ol i colomial stvle, which includes slatted walls
n-stvle porch. Duda says that while the Betsy will (and
= wn s ongingl facade, its newest incamation will include a
which was part of the original version, The terrazzo

C e i | remain
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g werrazeo Hloors,” explains Tides' director Kathrmn Garrett, “oa

T = grates with the T on them in the rooms, Bur iveomon juse dhat
T TS e wanted 1o 115 important to not just renovate, bur restor
g w the pralific An Deco architect L Murray Dixon (who also

P thie Betsy Ross), the hotel maintains it -:||:i..:|r'.|| P rtal windows
= ke a ship sailling off, and a replica of the original rooftop
s wioe] pyramid was recently put in place, (Though at one poini

ITYINE 11 :'IIIZIL\'.' Causing I...:lllﬂ'-:ll'l |:.'."|'. [ ] l'_1|._' -.||.:'. divan tor

=" was the cherry on top of a renovation process that has been two
v ¢ making. "Around the time that the Tides opened.” recalls
M Dlesign Preservation League's Scort Timm, “hotels were opening at

B rEe of one a week. That gives an idea as to how busy Miami Beach was
i 3 nist destination. They couldn't build them fast enough, For the

in history, | think we're now seeing that same demand
some lotels are not just adding to or restoring the original structure—
soeme are Changing the property’s entire function. Such is the case with the

Fasabond Motel, Situated along Biscayne Boulevard, the MiMo-styvle hotel
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have, since thei
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Oinly now with the renaissance
af the up-and-coming
those hotels |'\-|,--"-__-
makeaver, "My plar
it a llestvle cent
SI0IES, 8 Tesigurant, a sm
says Eric Silverman
the Vagabond. He enlisted architect Alan Schulman, alsa responsil
the rerovations of the Anglers and ather historical properties, ¢
up the Vagabond update

Silverman says the historic board, which any developer wh
purchases a historical building has to go through, has bee
supportive, °| think they realize these buildings are going i
have L:-I..'l-lgl:'l.'i uses  the same way Oeean Dirive hotel lobbies
furned into restaurants,” ilverman obters. "We're doing what
us to do in these neighborhoods, There are new rosta
salety has increased

WAnis

the streets are being improved

It 1
exciting Lome of the bhes w."-\..ll11|1|{'k of MidMo architecture are
here, so its important tor the city to presenve these bulldings

the things that make Miami unigue.” Terrazzo floors and all. B



